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REF: STATE 295102 

1 . SOMALI MINISTER FOR MINERALS AND WATER RESOURCES, CHIEF 
OF THE SOMALI GOODWILL DELEGATION TO THE UNITED STATES SENT 
BY PRESIDENT SIAD, CALLED ON DR. ZBIGNIEW BREZEZINSKI ON 
DECEMBER 8, 1977. R. POST (AF/E) AND P.HENZE (NSC) ATTENDED. 
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2. IN PRESENTING SOMALIA'S CASE, MINISTER KASSIM COVERED 

IN GENERAL THE SAME GROUND THAT HE DID WITH SECRETARY VANCE 
(SEE REFTEL). HE DID, HOWEVER, COME SOMEWHAT CLOSER TO 
ADMITTING THE PRESENCE OF SOMALI TROOPS IN THE OGADEN 
FIGHTING, SAYING AT ONE POINT "OUR FIGHTING IN THE OGADEN 
HAS DEPLETED OUR RESOURCES CONSIDERABLY." 

3. DR. BRZEZINSKI QUESTIONED KASSIM CLOSELY CONCERNING HIS 
STATEMENT THAT THE SOVIETS HAD A DEFINITE PLAN FOR THE DE- 
STABILIZATION OF THE ENTIRE REGION. BRZEZINSKI ASKED IF 
KASSIM’S THESIS WAS NOT BASED ON AN INTELLIGENT INFERENCE 
AS TO SOVIET AIMS RATHER THAN PRECISE KNOWLEDGE OF A PLAN? 
HUSSEIN INSISTED THAT THE PLAN WAS A REAL ONE AND THE 
EVIDENCE CLEARLY POINTED IN THAT DIRECTION. 

4. WHILE EXPRESSING SYMPATHY WITH MINISTER KASSIM'S 
LARGER CONCERN FOR THE AREA AS A WHOLE, DR. BRZEZINSKI 
REITERATED THAT WE DID NOT BELIEVE IT WAS WISE FOR THE US 
TO ENCOURAGE LARGE-SCALE TERRITORIAL CONFLICT. HE SAID 
THAT WHILE THE UNITED STATES DID NOT WANT TO FACILITATE AN 
ETHIOPIAN CONQUEST OF SOMALIA, ON THE OTHER HAND THERE WAS 
THE VERY REAL PROBLEM OF TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY. THE US 
WOULD PREFER TO SEE THE OGADEN PROBLEM SOLVED PEACEFULLY 
AND WAS ANXIOUS THAT THE OAU EFFORTS TO MEDIATE BE SUCCESS- 
FUL. WE WOULD PREFER THAT ALL FOREIGN POWERS CEASE FROM 
SUPPLYING ARMS AND ESPECIALLY THE SUPPLYING OF 
"SPECIALISTS" FOR USE IN THE AREA. THE US BELIEVES THE 
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OAU EFFORT TO MEDIATE IS IN SOMALIA'S OWN BEST INTERESTS. 

5. BRZEZINSKI SAID THE US WISHED FOR A SOLUTION WHICH 
SEPARATED THE OGADEN CONFLICT FROM ANY EFFECT IT MIGHT 
HAVE ON SOMALIA ITSELF. HE PROMISED TO REPORT THE 
CONVERSATION TO THE PRESIDENT WHO. HE REMINDED KASSIM, 

TOOK A CLOSE PERSONAL INTEREST IN THE AFFAIRS OF THE 
HORN OF AFRICA. 

6. FINAL CALL ON DR. BRZEZINSKI BY MINISTER KASSIM WAS 
SCHEDULED ON 16 DECEMBER. DR. BRZEZINSKI COULD NOT, 

HOWEVER, RECEIVE THE MINISTER BECAUSE HE WAS INVOLVED IN 
THE BEGIN MEETINGS. THE VICE-PRESIDENT GREETED THE MIN- 
ISTER AND HIS COLLEAGUES IN THE WHITE HOUSE LOBBY AND 
THEY WERE THEN ESCORTED INTO DR. BRZEZINSKI'S OFFICE 
WHERE DAVID AARON HELD A BRIEF CONVERSATION WITH THEM 
WHICH CONSTITUTED, IN EFFECT, AN ANSWER TO SIAD'S LETTER 
TO PRESIDENT CARTER. AARON FOLLOWED THE SAME SCENARIO 
THAT DR. BRZEZINSKI COVERED IN HIS MEETING, STRESSING 

OUR FRIENDLY FEELINGS FOR THE SOMALIS, STATING FLATLY THAT 
WE COULD NOT PROVIDE ARMS WHILE FIGHTING CONTINUED, BUT 
THAT WE WOULD PROVIDE ECONOMIC ASSISTANCE AND CONCLUDING 
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BY RECOMMENDING STRONGLY TO MINISTER KASSIM THAT THE 
SOMALIS TAKE A "PEACE INITIATIVE" TO DEMONSTRATE THEIR 
GOOD WILL AND COUNTER THE EFFECT OF THE SOVIET AIRLIFT TO 
ETHIOPIA. HE STRESSED THAT THEY SHOULD STRIVE TO GET 
AFRICAN HELP IN INITIATING NEGOTIATIONS. HENZE, WHO ALSO 
PARTICIPATED IN THE AARON MEETING, REMINDED KASSIM THAT 
AN EFFORT TO IMPROVE RELATIONS WITH KENYA AND REASSURE 
KENYA OF SOMALIA'S RESPECT FOR KENYA'S TERRITORTAL TNTEY- 
RITY WOULD MAKE A FAVORABLE IMPRESSION IN THE UNITED 
STATES AS WELL AS IN AFRICA. VANCE 
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